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“HE STOOD UP TO READ AND WAS HANDED A SCROLL 

OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH…TODAY THIS SCRIPTURAL 

PASSAGE IS FULFILLED IN YOUR HEARING.”                

(Luke 4: 16-17) 

 

     The purpose of this unit is to read and study one of the most important 

documents from Vatican II, Dei Verbum, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine 

Revelation.  It was promulgated by Pope Paul VI on Nov. 18, 1965, 

after approval  by the Bishops, 2,344 to 6.  Most Catholics, when 

they think of Vatican II, think of its effects on the liturgy.  On the 

other hand, most scholars believe that Lumen Gentium and Dei 

Verbum are the most important documents.  The one because it 

defines the very Church Christ established and the other because it defines the 

bases from which our Faith springs:  Scripture and Tradition.  This is a beautiful 

document which will expand and enrich our understanding of this foundational 

idea for our vocation of Preaching. 

     Revelation is simply God, not content with creation itself, desiring to reveal, to 

make Himself known to humankind in a number of ways.  “The essence of the 

Christian message, for salvation history, is the proclamation and witness given to 

definite interventions of God in human history through which he has 

accomplished his saving design in man’s favor.” The New World Dictionary 

Concordance to the New American Bible, p. 594.  God loves us so much that He 

communicates Himself to us so that we might love Him. 

     Dei Verbum is organized as follows: 

Prologue (1) 

1.  Divine Revelation Itself (2-6) 

2. The Transmission of Divine Revelation (7-10) 

3. Sacred Scripture:  Its Divine Inspiration and Its Interpretation (11-13) 
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4. The Old Testament (14-16) 

5. The New Testament (17-20) 

6. Sacred Scripture in the Life of the Church (21-26) 

 

NATURAL REVELATION 

     The sacred synod teaches that God does communicate Himself to the light of 

human reason.  “Ever since the creation of the world, his invisible attributes of 

eternal power and divinity have been able to be understood and perceived in 

what he has made.” (Rom. 1: 20)  “…those things, which in 

themselves are not  beyond the grasp of human reason, 

can, in the present condition of the human race, be known 

by all with ease, with firm certainty, and without the 

contamination of error.” (Vatican Council I, Denz. 1785 and 

1786)  It is amazing  how much the world’s religions and 

philosophies have gotten right.  Think of the Greeks, especially Socrates, Plato and 

Aristotle (cf. St. Thomas Aquinas) and Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam, etc.  

 “The Catholic Church rejects nothing of what is true and holy in 

these religions.  She has a high regard for the manner of life and 

conduct, the precepts and doctrines which, although differing in 

many ways from her own teaching, nevertheless often reflect a ray of 

that truth which enlightens all men.” (Nostra Aetate, #2) 

 “The desire for God is written in the human heart, because man is 
created by God and for God;  and God never ceases to draw man to 
himself.  Only in God will he find the truth and happiness he never 
stops searching for.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #27) 
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REVELATION 

     Through reading and studying Dei Verbum our appreciation and interest in the 

manifestation of God’s love will increase.  The document encapsulates itself in the 

very first chapter, #2: 

“2. In His goodness and wisdom God chose to reveal Himself and to 
make known to us the hidden purpose of His will (see Eph. 1:9) by 
which through Christ, the Word made flesh, man might in the Holy 
Spirit have access to the Father and come to share in the divine 
nature (see Eph. 2:18; 2 Peter 1:4). Through this revelation, 
therefore, the invisible God (see Col. 1;15, 1 Tim. 1:17) out of the 
abundance of His love speaks to men as friends (see Ex. 33:11; John 
15:14-15) and lives among them (see Bar. 3:38), so that He may invite 
and take them into fellowship with Himself. This plan of revelation is 
realized by deeds and words having in inner unity: the deeds wrought 
by God in the history of salvation manifest and confirm the teaching 
and realities signified by the words, while the words proclaim the 
deeds and clarify the mystery contained in them. By this revelation 
then, the deepest truth about God and the salvation of man shines 
out for our sake in Christ, who is both the mediator and the fullness 
of all revelation.”  

       The transmission of Divine Revelation is composed of sacred Scripture and 
sacred Tradition.  “Sacred Tradition and sacred Scripture make up a single sacred 
deposit of the Word of God, which is entrusted to the Church.” (D.V., #10)  It gives 
us the certainty of Faith, a surer knowledge and deeper relationship with God, 
one of love.  As Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange OP writes in The Three Conversions in 
the Spiritual Life, pp. 22-23:   

“It would not have been a love of friendship, but rather a sentiment 
compounded of admiration, respect and gratitude, yet lacking that 
happy and simple familiarity which rejoices the hearts of the children 
of God.  We should have been God’s servants, but not His 
children…Revelation tells us that our last end is essentially 
supernatural, and that it consists in seeing God immediately, face to 
face, as He is:  sicuti est.” 
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SACRED SCRIPTURE 

     Imagine, we have writings that have God as their author speaking through men 
in human fashion.  How can we not read, devour these writings?  How can we not 
fashion our lives after them?   

Here are a few texts on Scripture: 

 Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel:  Write all the words I have spoken 
to you in a book. (Jer. 30: 22) 

 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, 
for correction and for training in righteousness. (2 Tim. 3: 16) 

 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, He interpreted to them 
what referred to Him in all the scriptures. (Luke 24: 27) 

 He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the law of Moses and in 
the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.”  Then He opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures. (Luke 24: 44-45) 

You can see the inter-relationship of the Old with the New Testaments.  Jesus, of 
course, only read the Old Testament which prepared for His coming.  The books of 
the Old Testament, “even though they contain matters imperfect and provisional, 
nevertheless show us authentic divine teaching.” (D.V. #15) 

     “So may it come that, by the reading and study of the sacred books ‘the Word 
of God may speed on and triumph’ (2 Th. 3: 1) and the treasure of Revelation 
entrusted to the Church may more and more fill the hearts of men.” (ibid. #26)   

      

“IGNORANCE OF THE SCRIPTURES IS IGNORANCE OF CHRIST”-

(St. Jerome) 
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SACRED TRADITION 

     “The Tradition that comes from the Apostles makes progress in the Church 

with the help of the Holy Spirit. (ibid. #8)  We are not ‘sola scriptura’ and “Thus it 

comes about that the Church does not draw her certainty about all revealed 

truths from the holy Scriptures alone.  Hence, both Scripture and Tradition must 

be accepted and honored with equal feelings of devotion and reverence.” (ibid. 

#9  “For Christian Revelation is not a body of doctrine that is timeless;  it is rather 

the solemn witness given to the salvific impact of the life, death and resurrection 

of a historic figure, Jesus of Nazareth…[the Church] received the [Gospel] tradition 

from Jesus, and living it out in her own life, she handed it on faithfully.” 

(Dictionary-Concordance, op. cit., pp. 704-5)   

     Tradition makes Revelation alive, even today, e.g. the doctrine of the 

Assumption comes through Tradition.  God speaks to each period of history 

through the interpretation of the Church and its teachers and preachers.  “But the 

task of giving an authentic interpretation of the Word of God, whether in its 

written form or in the form of Tradition, has been entrusted to the living teaching 

office of the Church alone…Yet this Magisterium is not superior to the Word of 

God.” (D.V., #10) 

     Here are a few texts on Tradition: 

 I praise you because you remember me in everything and hold fast to the 

traditions, just as I handed them on to you. (1 Cor. 11: 2) 

 Therefore, brothers, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you 

were taught, either by an oral statement or by a letter of ours. 

 (2 Thes. 2: 15) 

 We instruct you, brothers, in the name of (our) Lord Jesus Christ, to shun 

any brother who conducts himself in a disorderly way and not according to 

the tradition they received from us. (2 Thes 3: 6) 

“Tradition” derives itself from the Latin tradere meaning to pass on.  Hence: 

CONTEMPLARI ET CONTEMPLATA ALIIS TRADERE 
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DIVINO AFFLANTE SPIRITU 

     As a matter of historical note it should be remembered that Dei Verbum was 

preceded by Divino Afflante Spiritu, an encyclical promulgated on Sept. 30, 1943 

by Pope Pius XII.  This revolutionized officially and advanced Catholic biblical 

studies from the doldrums.  It was a breath of fresh air for Catholic biblical 

exigesis.   

“Divino Afflante Spiritu” provided the stimulus for a development of 

genuine biblical scholarship within Catholicism, especially in the 

United States, which witnessed a changing of the guard during the 

1950’s as younger scholars were trained not only at Catholic 

institutions such as The Catholic University of America and the 

Pontifical Biblical Institute, but also at secular institutions such as 

Johns Hopkins, under the direction of William Foxwell Albright.” 

(Biblical Scholarship 50 years after Divino Afflante Spiritu, America, 

9/18/93, John R. Donahue SJ) 

         Modern methods of scholarship were encouraged by Pope Pius XII:   

“For all human knowledge, even the nonsacred, has indeed its own 

proper dignity and excellence, being 

a finite participation of the infinite 

knowledge of God, but it acquires a 

new and higher dignity and, as it 

were, a consecration, when it is 

employed to cast a brighter light 

upon the things of God.” (D.A.S., #41)  

“…ardently desiring for all sons of the 

Church, and especially for the 

professors in biblical science, for the young clergy and for preachers, 

that, continually meditating on the divine word, they may taste and 

see how good and sweet is the spirit of the Lord.” (ibid., #62) 

   



7 
 

     THE INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE IN THE CHURCH 

          The above named document was published by the Pontifical Biblical 

Commission in 1993 and is well-worth studying and including in any Dominican’s 

library.  As then Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger wrote in the preface: 

“The study of the Bible is, as it were, the soul of theology, 

as the Second Vatican Council says, borrowing a phrase 

from Pope Leo XIII [author of the encyclical 

Providentissimus Deus, Nov. 18, 1893] (D.V., #24).  This 

study is never finished;  each  age must in its own way 

newly seek to understand the sacred books…I believe that 

this document is very helpful for the important questions 

about the right way of understanding Holy Scripture…”   

“Thus all the members of the Church have a role in the interpretation 

of Scripture…The Spirit is, assuredly, also given to ‘individual 

Christians,’ so that their hearts can ‘burn within them’ (see Lk 22: 25) 

as they pray and prayerfully study the Scripture within the context of 

their own personal lives…the believer always reads and interprets 

Scripture within the faith of the Church and then brings back to the 

community the fruit of that reading for the enrichment of the 

common faith.” (The Interpretation of the Bible in the Church, p. 29) 

     As we mentioned this is an excellent 

supplemental document for the student of the 

Bible, as all Dominicans are encouraged to be.  

It treats the Historical- Critical Method, new 

methods of Literary Analysis, Contextual 

Approaches, Hermeneutical Questions, 

characteristics of Catholic Interpretation, and 

much more in 42 concise pages.  Read it; you 

will like and learn much.    
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DOMINICANS AND REVELATION 

     From the beginning of the Order Dominicans have faithfully loved sacred 

Scripture and sacred Tradition.  They have taken important roles in Church 

Councils, including important contributions in Vatican II. 

     St. Dominic was devoted to Scripture and could quote from it verbatim.  In the 

canonization process of our founder (1233), John of Spain testified: 

“In letters and in his spoken words he encouraged the brethren to 

apply themselves to the study of the New and Old Testaments more 

than to any other reading.  He always carried around with him the 

gospel of Matthew and the letters of Paul, and he read them so often 

that he knew them by heart.” (Early Dominicans, p. 75) 

     Humbert of Romans in writing on Preaching, Things that Make for Good 

Performance, advises “the preacher should be able to confirm everything he says 

from scripture.” (ibid. p. 251)  The Primitive Constitutions of the Order of Friars 

Preachers  (1228) orders the following: 

“We further ordain that each province is obliged to provide 

brethren destined for study with at least three books of theology.  

Those so assigned shall mainly study and concentrate on Church 

History, the Sentences, the Sacred Text, and glosses.” (XXVIII) 

     St. Thomas Aquinas wrote much on Revelation, including the division between 

what can be known by the light of human reason and what requires Divine 

Revelation: 

 “In those things that we profess about God there are two 

types of truths.  For there are some truths about God that 

exceed every capacity of human reason, such as that God is 

three and one.  But there are other truths that natural 

reason is also capable of arriving at, such as that God 

exists, that there is one God, and others of this sort.”   

(Summa Contra Gentiles, Chapter 3)  
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     In a General Audience at the Vatican (2/3/2010)  Pope Benedict XVI spoke at 

length on St. Dominic and the Dominicans.  He emphasized their devotion to 

Scripture: 

“…with a courageous gesture, Dominic wanted his followers to 

acquire a sound theological training and did not hesitate to send 

them to the universities of the time, even though a fair number of 

clerics viewed these cultural institutions with diffidence. The 

Constitutions of the Order of Preachers give great importance to 

study as a preparation for the apostolate. Dominic wanted his Friars 

to devote themselves to it without reserve, with diligence and with 

piety; a study based on the soul of all theological knowledge, that is, 

on Sacred Scripture, and respectful of the questions asked by reason. 

The development of culture requires those who carry out the 

ministry of the Word at various levels to be well trained. I therefore 

urge all those, pastors and lay people alike, to cultivate this ‘cultural 

dimension’ of faith, so that the beauty of the Christian truth may be 

better understood and faith may be truly nourished, reinforced and 

also defended.” 

 

L’ECOLE BIBLIQUE 
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     One of the glories of the Dominican Order is l’Ecole Biblique, 

specializing in archeology and Biblical exegesis in Jerusalem.  

Pere Marie-Joseph Lagrange OP (1855-1938) (uncle of Reginald 

Garrigou-Lagrange OP)  founded the school in 1890.  He was 

involved in the struggle (particularly with the Jesuits) within the 

Church for responsible academic freedom (cf. St. Thomas 

Aquinas in his time) and utilized the latest historical-critical methods.  L’Ecole 

publishes the Revue Biblique comprised of diverse Biblical studies.  It 

also published La Bible de Jerusalem in 1956;  the English translation, 

the Jerusalem Bible, came in 1966.  To mention a 

couple of other well-known scholars there is the French 

Dominican, Roland de Vaux OP (1903-1971), who was a 

director of l’Ecole Biblique and led the Catholic team 

that originally worked on the Dead Sea Scrolls.  

He also worked with his team to excavate 

several caves at Qumran.  Another very accomplished 

Dominican Biblical scholar is Jerome Murphy-O’Connor OP 

(born 1935-Cork, Ireland) who is a leading authority on St. Paul 

and Professor of New Testament at  l’Ecole Biblique.  He has 

written numerous books, appearing  often on television and 

spoken around the world, including the United States. 

 

 

Pere Lagrange and Dominican Friars at l’Ecole Biblique 
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LAY DOMINICANS AND REVELATION 

     Because each Lay Dominican has promised to live according to the Lay 

Dominican Rule, it is incumbent upon each of us to study and follow Revelation, 

both Scripture and Tradition.  This is a necessary foundation for our ‘Preaching 

Vocation’.  Our Rule states: 

10.  To advance in their proper vocation, which inseparably joins the 

apostolic and the comtemplative, Lay Dominicans draw their strength from 

these principle sources: 

a. Listening to the Word of God and reading Sacred Scripture, especially 

the New Testament 

 f.  assiduous study of revealed truth 

             13.  The principle sources for perfecting Dominican formation are: 

                  a.  the Word of God and theological reflection 

                  d.  more recent documents of the Church and the Order 

CONCLUSION 

     As we stated at the very beginning of this unit, our task is to read and study Dei 

Verbum.  Many questions and answers will arise.  What is Revelation?  Where is it 

found?  How does ‘inspiration’ work?  What is 

Tradition?  How are Scripture and Tradition related?  

What is the role of the Church?  After reading Dei 

Verbum how would you explain Revelation to a 

Catholic, to a Non-Catholic? 

Internet: 

http://www.ewtn.com/library/councils/v2revel.htm   

   Now take three months to study Dei Verbum in 

depth.  It’s very Dominican! 

http://www.ewtn.com/library/councils/v2revel.htm

