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“I HAVE COMPASSION FOR THE CROWD” (MATT. 15:32) 

 

APOSTOLICAM ACTUOSITATEM 

DECREE ON THE APOSTOLATE OF LAY PEOPLE 

 

     Now as received members of the Lay Dominicans it is fitting that we begin our 

study with the role of the Laity in the Church.  We have been called through our 

Baptism to play an important part in the Church’s apostolate.  We must 

understand exactly what that is and how being a Dominican ties in with it.  To 

paraphrase Abraham Lincoln:   It is obvious that God loves the Laity because He 

made so many of us. 

     Apostolicam Actuositatem  is the Second Vatican Council’s Decree on the 

Apostolate of the Laity.  It was approved by the Bishops 2340 to 2 and 

promulgated by Pope Paul VI on November 18, 1965.   

     The importance of the Laity is noted in the Introduction:  “Indeed, the Church 

can never be without the lay apostolate;  it is something that derives from the 

layman’s very vocation as a Christian…The need for this urgent and many-sided 

apostolate is shown by the manifest action of the Holy Spirit moving laymen 

today to a deeper and deeper awareness of their responsibility and urging them 

on everywhere to the service of Christ and the Church.” (AA 1) 

     Since an understanding of our role in the Apostolate is so important and serves 

as a foundation for our Formation Program, our study is composed of two units.  

There is much to read and study in these two months.  Especially note how the 

Dominican way of life fulfills perfectly what Christ and His Church expect of us as 

lay men and women. 
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 “He sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God.”  

(Luke 9:2) 

                                                                                   

 UNIT 1: 

1. Introduction (1)                                                                                                                   

 

2. The Vocation of the Laity to the Apostolate (2-4) 

 

3. Objectives (5-8) 

 

4. The Various Fields of the Apostolate (9-14) 

 

STUDY QUESTIONS: 

1. What is the Lay Apostolate? 

 

2. Who assigned this obligation of the Apostolate to the Laity? 

 

3. Upon what does the fruitfulness of this Apostolate depend? 

 

4. What makes up the temporal order? 

 

5. What are the fields of the Apostolate? 

 

6. What is the Apostolate of “like towards like”? 
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UNIT 2: 

5. The Various Forms of the Apostolate (15-22) 

 

6. External Relationships (23-27) 

 

7. Formation for the Apostolate (28-32) 

 

8. Exhortation (33) 

STUDY QUESTIONS: 

1. What are the various forms of the Apostolate? 

 

2. What could you do as an individual? 

 

3. How could a group perform the Apostolate? 

 

4. What aids are suggested for the Laity for formation? 

 

5. Do Lay Dominicans fulfill the obligation for the Apostolate? 

 

6. How does a Lay Chapter mirror the proposals of this Decree? 

RESOURCES: 

Vatican Council II:  vol. 1:  The Conciliar and Postconciliar Documents  ed. Austin 

Flannery OP  This volume should be in every Dominican’s library 

For an easy-to-read  internet version of this Decree:  

http://www.ewtn.com/library/COUNCILS/v2laity.htm     

Also Donald Goergen OP: “The Call to the Laity” 

http://www.spiritualitytoday.org/spir2day/833536goergen.html  

http://www.ewtn.com/library/COUNCILS/v2laity.htm
http://www.spiritualitytoday.org/spir2day/833536goergen.html

