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“GO INTO THE WHOLE WORLD AND PROCLAIM THE 

GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE.” (MARK 16: 15) 

 

 Proclaiming the Gospel has been the task of every Dominican from the 

beginning of our foundation.  The Primitive Constitutions of the Order of Friars 

Preachers states in the Prologue that “our Order was founded, from the 

beginning, especially for preaching 

and the salvation of souls”.  St. 

Dominic dispersed his small band 

throughout Europe to the cities 

and universities to spread  the 

‘Good News’.  “During the last 

years of his life Saint Dominic 

frequently said: ‘When the Order is 

properly established, I am going off 

to the Cumans’”.  (Who are my 

“Cumans”? by Vincent Couesnongle OP)  St. Dominic, thus, was devoted to the 

university life and the missionary life as fields for preaching.  We, too, are 

missionaries, i.e., sent forth.  Ite, missa est. 

With this in mind, this unit will touch on two topics on Dominicans, not yet 

explored, but topics with which every Lay Dominican should have some 

acquaintance: 

A. The first month will be devoted to the history of the Dominican Order in the 

United States. 

 

B. The next two months, to the Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas, 

specifically, The Treatise on Happiness.   
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A.  THE HISTORY OF THE DOMINICAN ORDER  

IN THE UNITED STATES 
 

“Stories of the Dominican Order keep us together as Dominicans.”                

(Edward Schillebeckx OP) 

 

For the first month of this unit we will study A Short History of the 

Dominican Order in the U.S., by Sister Nona McGreal OP.   

  

 
The Dominican Order’s association with our 

country is earlier than most people know.  Thirty-four 

years after Columbus discovered America, 1526, the 

Spanish explorers, accompanied by Dominicans, 

established an outpost at what is now Georgetown, SC.  

One of the Dominicans was Montesinos, noted fighter 

for Indian rights: “Have they no souls?”  Soon the post 

was abandoned.  This was thirty-nine years before St. 

Augustine, FL. was founded, 1565. 

 

 Sister McGreal’s Short History has a wealth of information with links to 

further information.  All can find some history relevant to their locale.  Read it and 

find historical references to your Chapter area. 

 

Among all the great men and women noted, we call 

attention to two.  The first is Bishop Edward Dominic Fenwick OP 

(1768-1832).  The Dominican Order was established in the United 

States early in the nineteenth century.  Fenwick founded the St. 

Joseph Province in 1805 at St. Rose, KY which covered the entire 

country.  Edward Fenwick was consecrated Bishop of Cincinnati in 
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1821.  His diocese covered Ohio, Michigan and Wisconsin.  His importance and 

memory is noted by the schools dedicated to him.    

 

 Another is Fr. Samuel Charles Mazzuchelli OP (1806-1864) 

who was an Italian- born pioneering missionary. He brought the 

Church to the Iowa-Illinois-Wisconsin area and founded over 

thirty parishes.  He was loved by many differing immigrants;  Fr. 

Mazzuchelli was known to the Irish as “Fr. Matthew Kelly”.  His 

holiness has been introduced to Rome for canonization and, at 

this time, he is Venerable Samuel Mazzuchelli.   A stained glass 

image of Fr. Mazzuchelli at St. Raphael's Cathedral, Dubuque, IA. 

Is pictured at the right.  

 

LAY DOMINICANS 

 

 The Short History does cite the beginnings of the Lay Dominicans, then the 

‘Third Order’, but records were sparse and usually limited to the reception or 

profession of members.  Betsy Wells was received by the Dominican Friars at St. 

Rose in 1826.  The Lay Dominicans have continued to grow over the years and 

now we have four Provinces. 
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PROVINCE NAME FOUNDED PROVINCIAL WEBSITE

Eastern St. Joseph 1805   Brian Mulcahy OP http://www.op-stjoseph.org/

Western Holy Name of Jesus (1850) 1912   Mark Padrez OP http://www.opwest.org/

Central St. Albert the Great 1939   Charles Bouchard OP http://www.domcentral.org/

Southern St. Martin de Porres 1980   Christopher Eggleton OP http://www.opsouth.org/

THE MCGREAL CENTER FOR DOMINICAN HISTORICAL STUDIES 

 Mention must be made of the McGreal Center located at Dominican 

University, River Forest, IL.  Sr. Janet Welsh OP is the Director.  

Researchers of US Dominican history enjoy the generous work 

space and accessible archival collections.  They are especially 

interested in your personal history of the Lay Dominicans.  Feel free 

to contact them.  http://dom.edu/mcgreal    Also watch on 

YouTube:   http://tinyurl.com/3wl9x9b  

 Their mission statement: 

“The McGreal Center for Dominican Historical Studies promotes the 

research and writing of the history of the Dominican Family in the 

United States.  The McGreal Center facilitates opportunities for 

scholarly research through the collection and preservation of 

historical documents relative to the significance of the U.S. 

Dominican Family’s in the Order of Preachers, the Church and the 

nation.”  

Every Chapter should have in their library a copy of 

volume 1 of the longer history:  Dominicans at Home in a 

Young Nation:  1786-1865 

http://www.dom.edu/mcgreal/volumeone/ 

 

http://dom.edu/mcgreal
http://tinyurl.com/3wl9x9b
http://www.dom.edu/mcgreal/volumeone/
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B.  THE TREATISE ON HAPPINESS 
 

A Dominican would be remiss in 

their formation if they did not read and 

study the words of St. Thomas Aquinas.  

But the question is – which words?  St. 

Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) was a 

voluminous writer, theologian, 

philosopher, mystic, poet.  The Summa 

Theologica is the most significant of his 

writings.   

St. Thomas writes that we as humans are directed toward a goal (telos) 

which is happiness.  It is true, isn’t it?  We all want to be happy and hope our 

loved ones are happy.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church under the title THE 

DESIRE FOR HAPPINESS, #1718, beautifully expands on this: 

 

“The beatitudes respond to the natural desire for happiness.  This 

desire is of divine origin:  God has placed it in the human heart in 

order to draw man to the One who alone can fulfill it: 

 

“We all want to live happily;  in the whole human race 

there is no one who does not assent to this proposition, 

even before it is fully articulated. [St. Augustine] 

 

“How is it, then, that I seek you, Lord?  Since in 

seeking you, my God, I seek a happy life, let me 

seek you so that my soul may live, for my body 

draws life from my soul and my soul draws life 

from you.”  [St. Augustine] 

 

“God alone satisfies.”  [St. Thomas Aquinas] 
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STRUCTURE OF THE SUMMA 

 It is important that we understand the basic structure of the Summa 

Theologica.  It is divided into three parts (like Gaul): 

 

I. God;  Creation 

II. Man and Morality                                                                    

III.  Incarnate Word; Sacraments 

 

Part II is divided into two parts: 

I. Happiness (5 Questions);  Virtues and Vices 

II. Specific Virtues and Vices;  Moral Matters 

 

We will look at Ia-IIae  (the 1st Part of the 2nd Part - Prima Secundae) which is 

concerned with Happiness and consists of 5 Questions (about 33 pages).  Don’t 

be confused;  St. Thomas is highly organized.  Each of these Questions is 

composed of 8 Articles.  So 5 Questions; 8 Articles each.  The Questions are: 

1. Of Man’s Last End 

2. Of Those Things in Which Man’s Happiness Consists 

3. What is Happiness 

4. Of Those Things That Are Required for Happiness 

5. Of the Attainment of Happiness 

Each Article is organized as follows: 

a) The Question 

b) Objections 

c) Short Counter-statement (On the Contrary) 

d) Actual Argument 

e) Replies to Objections 

 

Why this procedure?  He was following the example of Averroes (+1198;  Muslim 

Aristotle translator) as it became the model used in the Medieval schools.  A 

reference will be given to our source for our material at the end of the unit. 
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ST. THOMAS – THE MAN – THE SAINT 

 

 The Summa Theologica ( written 1265-1274) 

is the most significant of Thomas’ writing but only 

one of many.  He has influenced men and women, 

from great to unknown, from the 13th to the 21st 

centuries.  He influenced Dante whose Divine 

Comedy has been called the Summa in verse.  He 

also wrote Adoro Te Devote, Panis Angelicus, O 

Salutaris Hostia, Pange Lingua and Tantum Ergo.  

These alone would put him in the top ranks of Poets.  

He was canonized in 1323, fifty years after his death.  He is called:  Doctor 

Angelicus;  Doctor Communis;  Doctor Universalis. 

 

 Although many worthy advances have been made in Theology,  Aquinas 

and Scholasticism have persisted in relevance in the Church today.  Aeterni Patris, 

an encyclical by Pope Leo XIII in 1879 reaffirmed its position at the time: 

 

“We exhort you, venerable brethren, in 

all earnestness to restore the golden 

wisdom of St. Thomas, and to spread it 

far and wide for the defense and beauty 

of the Catholic faith, for the good of 

society, and for the advantage of all the 

sciences.(31)…Therefore in this also let 

us follow the example of the Angelic Doctor, who never gave himself 

to reading or writing without first begging the blessing of God, who 

modestly confessed that whatever he knew he had acquired not so 

much by his own study and labor as by the divine gift. (33)” 
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ADDITIONAL VIEWPOINTS 

 

 As can be imagined, volumes upon volumes have 

been written on Aquinas and his writings.  For a deeper 

understanding of the man and his work, let us examine 

briefly a few opinions by some recognized authors.  First, 

we will partake of some of the wisdom of Etienne Gilson, 

(+1978), noted philosopher and historian, “Immortal” of 

the French Academy.  It should be noted that his book, The 

Spirit of Mediaeval Philosophy, began Thomas Merton’s conversion to 

Catholicism.  He wrote on the Dominicans and Aquinas in The Philosophy of St. 

Thomas Aquinas, (tr. 1924): 

 

“Men [Dominicans/Monks] whom previously one had been 

accustomed to find within massive walls of fortress-like Abbeys, were 

here mixing freely in the crowd of teachers and students…The 

Dominican vocation, born in the midst of a medieval University, is 

therefore, above all the resolve to serve God by teaching and in 

absolute poverty.  To be a religious and a Doctor, such remains until 

the last months of his life, the ideal of St. Thomas of Aquino.  (p. 4)  

 “Doubtless, the powerfully marked character of his 

teaching…constitutes a world-system, an all-around explanation of 

the universe, offered from the point of view of reason.  (p. 346)    

“For by virtue of that very reason which he served with so ardent a 

love, St. Thomas has become a poet, and, if we may believe an 

unbiased judge, the greatest poet of the Latin tongue of the whole 

Middle Ages.”  (p. 357) 

 

“Pange lingua gloriosi          corporis mysterium 

  Sanguinisque pretiosi        quem in mundi pretium 

  Fructus ventris generosi    Rex effudit gentium”    
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 Jacques Maritain, (+1973), a French Catholic philosopher, 

friend and mentor to Pope Paul VI, helped to revive St. Thomas 

for modern times.  He and his wife, Raissa, were introduced to St. 

Thomas by their spiritual advisor, a Dominican Friar.  In St. 

Thomas Aquinas (1930), Ch. III:  The Apostle of Modern Times he 

writes: 

“Apostle of the intelligence, doctor of truth, restorer of the 

intellectual order, Saint Thomas wrote not for the thirteenth century 

but for our time.  His own time is the time of the spirit, which 

dominates the ages.  I say that he is a contemporary writer, the most 

‘present’ of all thinkers…he holds the key to the problems which 

oppress our hearts; he teaches us how to triumph over both anti-

intellectualism and rationalism, over the evil which degrades reason 

below, and the evil which exalts it above the real; he gives us the 

secret of true humanism, of the supreme development of the human 

person and intellectual virtues, but in sanctity, not in concupiscence, 

through the spirit and the cross, not through the grandeurs of the 

flesh…Such is the law of gravitation that the Angelic Doctor teaches 

to a world all the more haunted by the idea of progress, the more it 

is ignorant generally of the meaning of progress.”  (pp. 49-50) 

 

 Rev. M. C. D’Arcy SJ, (+1976), confessor and close friend of 

Fr. Ronald  Knox, Master at Campion Hall, University of Oxford, and 

a Provincial of the Jesuits, also wrote a book entitled St. Thomas 

Aquinas (1930) in which he touched on St. Thomas’ humility: 

 

“What remains true is that he had little or no interest in worldly 

matters.  He refused the offers of high ecclesiastical offices.  Shortly 

before his death, when journeying to Lyons, Reginald said to him:  

‘You and Fra Bonaventure are going to be made Cardinals, and that 

will redound to the credit of your Orders.’  The answer of St. Thomas 

is of a piece with his life:  ‘Never shall I be anything in the Order nor 
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in the Church.  I could not serve our Order better in any other state 

than the one I am in.”  (p. 51) 

 

 G. K. Chesterton, (+1936), a diverse and prolific 

writer, the “Prince of Paradox”, a true “Renaissance 

Man”, who, with Hilaire Belloc, (They were known as 

Chesterbelloc – per George Bernard Shaw) produced a 

‘golden age’ of writing by Catholics.  “G. K. Chesterton 

once said that he had been  ‘indefensibly’ happy most of 

his life.”  (The Sunday Times, by Bernard Manzo, June 8, 

2011)  Indulge us to cite something he wrote in the Illustrated London News of 

April 19, 1924 which, true then, is true today:  “The whole modern world has 

divided itself into Conservatives and Progressives [read Liberals today].  The 

business of Progressives is to go on making mistakes.  The business of 

Conservatives is to prevent the mistakes from being corrected.”  He wrote Saint 

Thomas Aquinas:  The Dumb Ox, (1930), of which Etienne Gilson said:  “I consider 

it as being without comparison the best book ever written on St. Thomas.”  

 

“Thomas of Aquino wanted to be a Friar…Something in this heavy,  

quiet, cultivated, rather academic gentleman would not be satisfied 

till he was, by fixed authoritative proclamation and official 

pronouncement, established and appointed 

to be a Beggar.  It is all the more interesting 

because, while he did more than his duty a 

thousand times over, he was not at all like a 

Beggar;  nor at all likely to be a good Beggar.  

He had nothing of the native vagabond 

about him, as had his great precursors;  he 

was not born with something of the wandering minstrel, like St. 

Francis; or something of the tramping missionary, like St. Dominic.  

But he insisted upon putting himself under military orders, to do 

these things at the will of another, if required.”  (Chapter II:  The 

Runaway Abbot) 
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DOMINICAN VIEWPOINTS 

 

 There have, obviously, been many Dominicans who have written on St. 

Thomas (Philosopher, Theologian, Poet, Contemplative).  They have written 

volumes upon volumes.  Here is a sampling: 

 

 Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange  OP (+1964), thought by many 

to be the greatest Catholic Thomist of the 20th century, taught the 

future Pope John Paul II and influenced Yves Congar OP.  He  

wrote in The Three Conversions in the Spiritual Life (1938): 

 

“God’s uncreated love for us, as St. Thomas shows, is a love which, 

far from presupposing in us any lovableness, actually produces that 

lovableness within us.  His creative love gives and 

preserves in us our nature and our existence;  but 

his life-giving love gives and preserves in us the 

life of grace which makes us lovable in His eyes, 

and lovable not merely as His servants but as His 

Sons. (I, Q. xx, art. 2) (p. 9)…St. Thomas says that 

‘the preaching of the word of God must proceed 

from the fullness of contemplation.’…’Thy word is exceedingly 

refined and thy servant hath loved it.’ (Ps, cxviii, 140)”  (p. 52)  

 

 Richard Woods OP, Professor of Theology at 

Dominican University, sojourner in Ireland, is an author of 

many books and CDs, from spirituality and mysticism to fiction 

and recently:  Meister Eckhart, Master of 

Mysticism.  He has also written an excellent 

book, Mysticism and Prophecy:  The Dominican Tradition (1998) 

which treats the thoughts of Thomas Aquinas, Meister Eckhart 

and Catherine of Siena and their approaches to Christian life.  He 

explores the ways of knowing and ‘unknowing’.   
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 Here is a taste of his writing from the latter book: 

 

“With the exception of St. Augustine, no single individual has had the 

prominent influence on Christian theology as the quiet Italian friar 

once dubbed ‘the Dumb Ox’ by his fellow students and known to the 

world as Thomas Aquinas.  Thomas of Aquino is remembered less as 

a spiritual writer than a philosopher and theologian.  

Yet, as Fr. Jean-Pierre Torel has shown, following the 

example of the epoch-making study of Fr. M.-D Chenu, 

Thomas’ scholarly work was inseparable from and 

indeed rooted in his personal spirituality,  

itself grounded in his Dominican identity.  (p. 59) 

    

“In the end, for Thomas (and, he would argue, for everyone) God is 

not so much an object to be thought or even thought about, much 

less discussed endlessly, as a Presence to be sought.  The art of such 

seeking is contemplative action, and its end is mystical union, both in 

this life and hereafter.”  (p. 76) 

 

 The Dominican Tradition by Phyllis Zagano and Thomas McGonigle OP is 

an excellent book (Chapters should consider it for ongoing 

study) which covers many of the outstanding Dominicans 

through the centuries  including their writings.  Ms. Zagano is 

the coeditor with Fr. McGonigle of the Central Province.  Fr. 

McGonigle wrote the following on St. Thomas: 

 

“The Summa theological is the most significant of the many writings 

of Thomas Aquinas.  In this work he utilizes the framework of the 

Neoplatonic Augustinian tradition of the coming forth of creation 

from God (exitus) and the return of all things to God in Christ 

(reditus)…The human person is a composite of body and soul that is 

directed toward a goal (telos), which is happiness.  Human happiness 

is twofold.  One is proportionate to our human nature, a happiness 
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we can attain through habitual virtuous behavior, as Aristotle taught.  

The other is a happiness that surpasses human nature.  We can attain 

this happiness only by the gift of God’s grace, which is a participation 

in God’s own divine life.  It is through Christ that we come to share in 

God’s life through grace.”  (p. 20) 

 

 Paul Murray OP, an Irish Dominican who teaches at the Angelicum, is a 

prolific writer, preacher and poet.  Among his books is a 

beautiful little book on Mother Teresa, his friend:  I Loved Jesus 

in the Night.  He, also, a first and only, as a Catholic priest has 

addressed the English House of Lords on ‘Contemplation’.  This 

can be heard at:    http://tinyurl.com/3uy5h4p   Fr. Paul Murray  

has written a book which is highly recommended to every 

Chapter for ongoing study:  The New Wine of Dominican Spirituality, (2006).  The 

question has arisen, “Did Jesus ever laugh?  Did He like a good joke?”  Let us read 

what Fr. Murray has written on the subject: 

 

“In his Summa, Thomas defends what he calls ‘affability’ and 

‘cheerfulness’ – quite openly disagreeing  with the view that austerity 

must always exclude ‘cheerfulness’ or must forbid ‘the giving and 

receiving of the pleasures of conversation’.  What is more, Thomas 

takes to task those people who are so serious about themselves that 

they never say anything laughable or funny (nec ipsi dicunt aliquid 

rediculum), but instead are always trying to obstruct the fun or 

amusement of others.  Such people are not only unpleasant 

company, according to Thomas, they are also morally unsound.  He 

writes:  ‘Those who are lacking in fun, and who never 

say anything funny or humorous, but instead give grief 

to those who make jokes, not accepting even the 

modest fun of others, are morally unsound (vitiosi) 

and in the view of the philosopher [Aristotle] are 

rough and boorish.’” (ST, II II, q. 168, a. 4)  (p. 68)      

 

http://tinyurl.com/3uy5h4p
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 “STRAW’ 

 

 St. Thomas seems to have had a mystical experience during a Mass he 

said on Dec. 6, 1273 and wrote no more, never finishing the Summa Theologica.  

He never spoke or wrote of the experience but did say to Reginald:  “All that I 

have written seems to me like so much straw compared to what I have seen and 

what has been revealed to me.”  Of course, what he has written is not ‘straw’ to 

us.  He died the next year. 

 

 This incident mirrors a request for prayers to Etienne Gilson seven 

centuries later  by Thomas Merton, pictured here at his Hermitage with Jacques 

Maritain in 1966.  This is the prayer: 

 “Please pray for me to Our Lord that, instead of 

merely writing something, I may be something, 

and indeed that I may so fully be what I ought to 

be that there may be no further necessity for me 

to write, since the mere fact of being what I ought 

to be would be more eloquent than many books.” 

 

PRAYER OF ST. THOMAS 

Thou Who makest eloquent the tongues of little 
children, fashion my words and pour upon my lips 
the grace of Thy benediction. Grant me penetration 
to understand, capacity to retain, method and 
facility in study, subtlety in interpretation and 
abundant grace of expression. 

Order the beginning, direct the progress and 
perfect the achievement of my work, Thou Who art 
true God and true Man and livest and reignest for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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RESOURCES 

 
A.  THE HISTORY OF THE DOMINICAN ORDER IN THE UNITED STATES 

 

The first of our three months of this unit will be devoted to the study of Sr. 

Nona McGreal’s work entitled:  A Short History of the Dominican Order in 

the U. S. 

http://www.domlife.org/beingdominican/History/HistorySummary.htm  

 

B.  THE TREATISE ON HAPPINESS 

 

The other two months of this unit are devoted to a study of The Treatise on 

Happiness.  This is composed of the first five Questions (each Question 

consisting of eight Articles) of the First Part of the Second Part (Ia-IIae) of the 

Summa Theologica:    http://tinyurl.com/c9utthh  

 

There is a detailed Study Guide and Glossary available for those who so 

choose to use it:     http://www.wku.edu/~jan.garrett/350/aqsghapp.htm   

 

For those who are a bit esoteric and speculative (good Dominican 

approaches) you might enjoy The Buddha Meets St. Thomas Aquinas:  An 

Imaginary Dialogue by Fr. Bernhard Blankenhorn OP, July 2007, 36 pp. 

(The ultimate question seems to be – Purgatory or Rebirth?) 

    http://www.blessed-sacrament.org/tomandbud.doc   

 

 

http://www.domlife.org/beingdominican/History/HistorySummary.htm
http://tinyurl.com/c9utthh
http://www.wku.edu/~jan.garrett/350/aqsghapp.htm
http://www.blessed-sacrament.org/tomandbud.doc

